TRANSLATOR'S   PREFACE
Far away from the inspiring presence of my dear wife, the presiding dei over my body, mind and soul; far away from my ever-beloved sister-i law whose constant care for my needs and comforts enabled me to wo without getting tired or disgusted with the world and its problems ; f away from my faithful and loyal friends who were always eager to he me in my many undertakings ; far away from my homeland full of ma noble and elevating influences, that which kept me and is keeping i cheerful, happy, enthusiastic and industrious, true and devoted to t ideals of Satyam, Shivam and Sundaram, is my daily morning devotior the feet of Satchidanandashivam. Before my morning devotion, som times, I read the Upanishads ; sometimes, the Bhagavadgeeta ; sora times, the Dharma Pada ; sometimes, Kabir, GuruNanak, Tukaram, A vai, Tiru Valluvar, Yogi Vemanna, Kanaka Dasa, Pedda Dasu, Tirura lar, Thayumanavar, Pattanathu Pillai, Swami Ramalinga, Meikanda D van, the Bible, Al Koran. The translations in this little book are the i suit of my morning devotion with St. Thayumanavar when I was in 0 ford. In another volume I shall discuss the ethical, religious and phi! sophical teaching of our saint. For the present let me give a brief outli of his life and work.
THE MAN
St. Thayumanavar was born in the year A.D. 1608 during the rei of the king Shri Muthu Krishna Naidu and took leave of this world in t year 1662 during the reign of the king Shri Vijayaranga Chokkanat Naidu's son. His father's name was Shri Kediliyappa Pillay, who ^ loved, admired and revered by his people for his erudition, piety a character. Because of his exemplary character and unselfish life, S Kediliyappa Pillay was chosen by the people as the head of a Saiva te pie in his native place. And because of his ability, shrewdness, inte gence and cleverness, he was made the Prime Minister and the Ch Financial Adviser to the government of the kings Muthu Krishna Nai and Muthu Veerappa Naidu. During those days, throughout the Nai kingdom in South India, Vellalas were the principal advisers and trust friends of the Naidu kings. The Vellala community not only produc statesmen and financial experts, but it also gave birth to great men letters, poets, mystics, philosophers, prophets and seers.
Our saint's mother was Shri Gajavalliammal, who was known for t kindness, pietv, common sense and abilitv in conductine her househc end and aim of Vedic lore ? What is the gist and meaning of Aghamic knowledge ? It is just to help man to realize God in his own self. \expndtw5 When the wise know this, when they experience Him in the inmost}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li194\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-3\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 chamber of the mind where perfect silence prevails, their joy in Him is}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li14\fi180\ri1574\sb0\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-2\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 constant and eternal. \expndtw-4 Their stillness in Him fills them with creative life.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qc\li0\fi0\ri19\sb5\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 3}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li12\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-2\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Why do we read many books ? \expndtw3 Why do we go to far distant places to listen to the teachings of great}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li199\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 men?}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li5\fi0\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-1\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Is it just to make ourselves adept students of logic ? \expndtw-2 Is it just to waste our time in endless and wearisome disputations ? \expndtw-1 No ! No! it is to get help from them for a devout, useful and active life. \expndtw1 It is to learn to live the great teachings of the one only true Teacher of}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li7\fi182\ri0\sb2\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-4\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 mankind in our daily life. \expndtw0 It is to grasp the meaning of the unutterable wisdom He gave utterance}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qj\li2\fi180\ri1610\sb2\sa0\sl-233\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw-3\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 to in the language of silence under the banyan tree. \expndtw-1 It is to shape our lives according to the light HeJ^ic \expndtw-2 It is to become well-established in Him.}\par \pard \plain \li3641\ri77\sb0\sa0{\pict\wmetafile8\picw3640\pich982\picwgoal2064\pichgoal556
